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months later a German visitor found them singing Essex9s Last
Good Night everywhere - even at Court. At the Tower he was
shown the spot wherec the brave hero? was beheaded, at White-
hall he must look at the shields which 'the great and celebrated
noble warrior* had presented to the Queen when tilting. The
glory of England, which had hitherto been in the present, was
now in the past, and though the people continued to love their
Elizabeth with an affection truly wonderful, how could she help
feeling the reproach of their sorrow for the dead Essex, how not
mourn the England that died with him?

Grieve over the tragedy of Esses; that Elizabeth might do,
but she never doubted its justice and necessity. A fortnight or
so after the execution, she told the French ambassador that i'^-
the safety of the State had permitted, she would willingly have
spared the life of this perfidious ingrate; but Essex himself had
recognized that he was unworthy to live and that his life was
incompatible with hers, and had asked by his death to deliver
her from the danger. She confessed that she was partly to blame
for his fall, having made too much of him and allowed him to
assume more credit an d authority with the nobility and people
than became a subject. She could only express her amazement
that one who knew her spirit., should have dared to think of
dictating to her.

Just as in the previous year there had been a glimpse of the
Queen's soul in her bitter comment on Affection, so on this1
occasion she rev ealed her personal tragedy in a phrase to Lord
Willoughby: *It appeareth now by one's example, more bound
than all or any others, how little faith there was in Israel/ Three
earls, two barons, n oblemen's sons and brothers, an ambassa-
dor, a sheriff of Londo n, and numerous brave gentlemen had
been implicated in the plots and the rising. Mount joy, once a
devoted, enthralled courtier and now her Lord Deputy of Ire-
land, had been prepared to lead his army against her. Even
Willoughby, her 'Good Peregrine', was not free from sus-
picion.,, for as Governor of Berwick he had facilitated the passing
of secret messengers from Essex to Scotland.

The following August, Elizabeth had a conversation